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From Independence to Freedom

Dear friend,
Greetings from Georgia — a small, yet historically rich and freedom-loving country. I want to tell you
about the journey our country has gone through to achieve independence. This is not just a political

history; it is a story of the inner struggles, searches, and self-discovery of our people.

Georgia became an independent state in 1991, after the dissolution of the Soviet Union. It was a day
of great joy and hope for us, as if we had returned to ourselves after a long period of bondage. But
soon we realized that gaining independence was just the beginning. The country found itself in

poverty, political instability, and civil unrest. The fight for freedom was still ahead of us.

Independence gave us the right to have our own voice — we could think, speak, and act as we wished.
However, the Soviet legacy — the sense of servitude, uniform thinking, fear — still remained in our

minds. This was the hardest obstacle to overcome.



Today, as a student born in an independent Georgia, I see that my generation is increasingly
mastering the ability to think freely. We are learning our history, appreciating freedom, and trying to
build a better country. For us, European values — democracy, the rule of law, human rights — are

becoming closer and more familiar.

But I must admit, true independence is still something we are searching for. Often, economic and
political challenges suppress the freedom of society. People often feel that they are only formally free.
However, what matters most is that we are no longer afraid to ask questions, express new ideas, and

imagine a better future.

Our path towards Europe is our national choice. This is a path that is not just about a geographical
connection — it means sharing values. Europe, for us, is the culture of freedom, and we strive to

embrace that culture.

So, dear friend, our journey from independence to freedom is still ongoing. But every day, I feel that
step by step, we are getting closer to the freedom that is in our souls and for which many generations

have fought.

With love from Georgia.



